[bookmark: _GoBack]              The step by step process of deconstructing an essay. 
                                                          Use this process with any essay question! 

Step 1: Write the essay question at the top of your page. 
Step 2: Underline the key words. (Important words) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Discover what these words mean. Look them up in a dictionary. Find synonyms (This wil help you understand the word, and avoid repeating it over and over again in your essay) for each. 

Key word 1: __________________ definition: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key word 2: __________________ definition: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key word 3: __________________ definition: ______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Put the essay question into your own words, rephrase it, what is it asking you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 5: Question the essay question. Do you agree completely with the question, or disagree, or can see both sides?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 6: Brainstorm your ideas and arguments. You will need to come up with at least 4 ideas. Don’t forget to brainstorm possible evidence too! You can use a table below, or mind map to brainstorm. 

	AGREE with essay question
	DISAGREE with essay question

	Argument 
	Evidence 
	Argument 
	Evidence 

	1.
	
	1. 
	

	2.
	
	2. 
	

	3.
	
	3. 
	



Step 7: Decide on which arguments you will allocate per paragraph (you should have three; one per paragraph). *** It’s important to understand that you don’t have to completely agree or disagree with the question, you can show both sides, as long as it supports your contention. 

Argument 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 1:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Argument 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 2:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Argument 3: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 3:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Step 8: Write your contention – this sums up your main idea or opinion. Write this in one sentence (what you would say if you had to answer the whole question in one sentence).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 9: Begin writing your essay
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