[image: ]ESSAY HELPER 
Your essay is a structured piece of writing in response to a question. It will be written in 3rd person.  

After you have planned your contention and argument, use this document to help you write your essay. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]2. BODY PARAGRAPH 1: 
Follow TEEL to support your first argument. 
Your essay will look like this when it is finished.  
USE TEEL to structure your body paragraphs. 

T: Write a  topic sentence that introduces your argument. It should have the TOPIC (from the question) and a MAIN IDEA (from your argument). 

E: Provide some evidence this is a quote from the novel that supports your argument. 

E: Explain the meaning behind the quote and how it supports your argument.

L: Link your explanation back to your argument and the contention of your essay. 

*** Remember this is one paragraph, so there should be no gaps, blank lines or subheadings. 
5. YOUR CONCLUSION:

- Make your contention clear. 
- Explain how your arguments tie together to support your contention.
- Explain what moral/message/ideas the author was trying to send the reader, in relation to the ideas presented in the essay question. 

4. BODY PARAGRAPH 3: 
Follow TEEL to support your third argument. 
3. BODY PARAGRAPH 2: 
Follow TEEL to support your second argument. 
1. YOUR INTRODUCTION: 
Step 1: Introduce the text, the author, and your contention of your essay in one sentence.  
Step 2: Include one sentence of basic background knowledge or key themes of the text that relate to the question
Step 3: Argument for Paragraph 1 
Step 4: Argument for Paragraph 2 
Step 5: Argument for Paragraph 3 
Step 6: Link your ideas back to the original question by stating your contention (and the author’s point of view if you want to push yourself). 
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Stand by Me explores the growing a changing nature of adolescence. Discuss.

Stand By Me directed by Rob Reiner shows how people can change in a short time due
to learning about life and themselves. Gordie, the narrator, remembers a childhood
event that significantly changes his life. He travels with his three friends into the woods
to find a dead body. “ The town seemed different.... smaller.” Gordie realises that the
world doesn’t revolve around the town. This is shown in the film when Chris tells
Gordie he’s special and has a talent. It is also demonstrated when Gordie protects Chris
from Ace with the gun. Finally when the friends realises that Teddy’s craziness is
because of his father’s reaction to the town. This shows that the boy’s perception of
the world has changed.

When Chris tells Gordie he’s special at first he doesn’t believe him. “You’re an idiot for
letting low lives like us drag you down.” When Chris tells Gordie this, Gordie becomes
angry. This is because his parents didn’t support him. Also Gordie was compared to his
brother so he feels he is useless. But his brother didn’t think that; his brother believed
in him. So when Chris believed in him, it was like having his brother back. And when
Chris tells Gordie how much he loves his stories, Gordie realises he does have a talent.
He shows this talent when he tells a story to all the boys and they think, wow, we
ﬁouldr?;t have thought of a story like that. This changes Gordie’s view on life and
imself.

When Chris is threatened by Ace with a knife, Gordie’s courage helps him step up.
When Chris reveals that people judge him by his family’s behaviour, Gordie is surprised
and shocked. He finds out that, although Chris gave the milk money back after stealing
it, the teacher used it to purchase something for herself . This destroys his trust
towards people in authority. By Gordie standing up for Chris, he realises that some
people would stand up for him. Gordie gave Chris the belief to become a lawyer so he
could defend people like himself.

Teddy assumes he’s crazy because everyone in the town tells him he is. Even his friends
think he is a little crazy but in a cool way. Or they do until the scene when Teddy tries
to dodge a train. Teddy realised it doesn’t matter what the people in the town think of
him because his friends believe in him. The key moment in their journey came when
they finally found the boy’s body. They all looked down on the boy’s body —there were
no jokes, no laughter this was serious. They all realised that he was their age and it
could have been them. This was the moment when they realised they weren't little kids
any more. They realised they had to face up to the real world now.

Overall, “The town seemed different ...smaller” to Gordie and his friends because they
had changed Gordie realised that he had a talent despite what his parents thought of
him. Chris realised that he can help other people like himself that don’t have
somebody to speak for them. Stand By Me is about how people change their
perception on life and themselves.
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