
When Bonnie’s parents decided to travel

overseas, they asked Sylvia, her cousin, to

come to keep her company while they are

away. They also employed a distant

relative, Miss Slighcarp, as a to

look after the children. The first morning

after Bonnie’s parents left Willoughby

Chase, the children hurried down to the

school room to begin their lessons.

governess

As the two girls entered the room, the

governess who had been examining

some books on the shelf swung around

abruptly. She seemed astonished to

see them.

“Where have you been?” she

demanded angrily, after an instant’s

pause.

“Why,” Sylvia faltered, “merely in the

next room, Miss Slighcarp.”

But Bonnie, with choking utterance,

demanded, “Why are you wearing

my mother’s dress?”

Sylvia had observed that Miss Slighcarp had on a draped gown of old gold velvet with

ruby buttons, far grander than the grey twill she had worn the day before.

“Don’t speak to me in that way, miss!” retorted Miss Slighcarp in a rage. “You have

been spoiled all your life, but we shall see who is going to be mistress now. Go to your

place and sit down. Do not speak until you are spoken to.”

Bonnie paid not the slightest attention. “Who said you could wear my mother’s best

gown?” she repeated. Sylvia, alarmed, had slipped back into her place at the table but

Bonnie, reckless with indignation, stood in front of the governess glaring at her.

“Everything in this house was left entirely to my personal disposition,” Miss Slighcarp

said coldly.

“But not her clothes! Not to wear! How you? Take it off at once! It’s no better than

stealing!”

Two white dents had appeared on either side of Miss Slighcarp’s nostrils.

“Another word and it’s the dark cupboard and bread-and-water for you, miss,” she said

fiercely.

“I don’t care what you say!” Bonnie stamped her foot. “Take off my mother’s dress!”

dare

The Governess

Note: A is a woman who is employed by a family
to look after and teach children in their own home.

governess

From — Joan AitkenThe Wolves of Willoughby Chase
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50 Goldmine Road,

Charters Towers,
Qld. 4820.

Dear Matt,

I hope you are enjoying your school holidays. I am writing to tell you about my amazing experience.

Last week, Dad and I made a trip out west to buy some cattle from a property near Cloncurry.

We left Charters Towers on Monday morning taking two stockmen with us. It was a long trip.

After we had passed through Julia Creek, the utility broke down. It was getting dark so we

decided to pitch camp there for the night.

That night was very exciting. As I was rolling out my sleeping bag, one of the stockmen called out

and pointed to a muddy waterhole nearby. Coming towards it were two round lights, a little

larger than car headlights. The men threw sticks at the lights but they kept coming closer. They

did not dance up and down but glided along. It was eerie. I wanted to dive into my sleeping

bag. The lights stopped at the edge of the waterhole and stayed there silent and motionless. They

seemed to be there for ages but it was only about five minutes. Then they quietly glided away.

Dad said that the lights could be the Min Min Lights. These are mysterious lights that people

have seen in outback Queensland. We didn’t get

much sleep that night. Next morning, we looked

around the waterhole where the lights had been.

All we could see were the footprints of wild pigs.

So the Min Min Lights are still a mystery! I

thought the lights we saw might have been

caused by the pigs digging in phosphorescent mud.

Dad thinks they were an effect of the atmosphere

in the desert, like a mirage at night-time.

See you back at school after the holidays.

Ben

The Min Min Lights

Brisbane

Cairns

Bundaberg

Rockhampton

Richmond

P.S. Her
e is a map

of where I went.

Townsville

Charters Towers

Hughenden

Cloncurry

Julia Creek
Mt Isa

N

Imagine the surprise astronomers got on 9 January 2008, when they pointed the 
NASA Swift x-ray space telescope at an old supernova that had exploded the 
previous year. As they were looking at it, a star nearby exploded! It was the first 
time astronomers had seen a star explode — live!

“We caught the whole thing on tape, so to speak,” said Dr Alicia Soderberg, the 
Princeton University astronomer who had been using the NASA telescope. “I truly 
won the astronomy lottery. A star in the galaxy exploded right in front of my eyes.”

An exploding star, also called a supernova, occurs when a large star has used up 
all its fuel. The “fire” inside the star stops and the star begins to shrink. When it 
seems like it can’t shrink any further, it explodes!

Seeing a star become a supernova isn’t easy.

Astronomers can’t watch every star, and these events happen quickly and without 
warning. They are usually spotted weeks after they occur, when the material from 
a final blast collides with the gas and dust that the star shed during the initial 
explosion.

Alicia quickly issued a worldwide alert, and in the following hours most of the big 
telescopes on Earth were pointed at the new supernova. Their combined 
observations have given Alicia and her colleagues new clues on how to look for 
these rare events and catch them while they are still in their most explosive stage.

When stars goWhen stars goWhen stars go KABOOM!KABOOM!KABOOM!
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When stars go Kaboom!
Imagine the surprise astronomers got on 9 January 2008, when they pointed the 
NASA Swift x-ray space telescope at an old supernova that had exploded the 
previous year. As they were looking at it, a star nearby exploded! It was the first 
time astronomers had seen a star explode — live!

“We caught the whole thing on tape, so to speak,” said Dr Alicia Soderberg, the 
Princeton University astronomer who had been using the NASA telescope. “I truly 
won the astronomy lottery. A star in the galaxy exploded right in front of my eyes.”

An exploding star, also called a supernova, occurs when a large star has used up 
all its fuel. The “fire” inside the star stops and the star begins to shrink. When it 
seems like it can’t shrink any further, it explodes!

Seeing a star become a supernova isn’t easy.

Astronomers can’t watch every star, and these events happen quickly and without 
warning. They are usually spotted weeks after they occur, when the material from 
a final blast collides with the gas and dust that the star shed during the initial 
explosion.

Alicia quickly issued a worldwide alert, and in the following hours most of the big 
telescopes on Earth were pointed at the new supernova. Their combined 
observations have given Alicia and her colleagues new clues on how to look for 
these rare events and catch them while they are still in their most explosive stage.

When stars goWhen stars goWhen stars go KABOOM!KABOOM!KABOOM!
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The Min Min Lights

50 Goldmine Road,

Charters Towers,
Qld. 4820.

Dear Matt,

I hope you are enjoying your school holidays. I am writing to tell you about my amazing experience.

Last week, Dad and I made a trip out west to buy some cattle from a property near Cloncurry.

We left Charters Towers on Monday morning taking two stockmen with us. It was a long trip.

After we had passed through Julia Creek, the utility broke down. It was getting dark so we

decided to pitch camp there for the night.

That night was very exciting. As I was rolling out my sleeping bag, one of the stockmen called out

and pointed to a muddy waterhole nearby. Coming towards it were two round lights, a little

larger than car headlights. The men threw sticks at the lights but they kept coming closer. They

did not dance up and down but glided along. It was eerie. I wanted to dive into my sleeping

bag. The lights stopped at the edge of the waterhole and stayed there silent and motionless. They

seemed to be there for ages but it was only about five minutes. Then they quietly glided away.

Dad said that the lights could be the Min Min Lights. These are mysterious lights that people

have seen in outback Queensland. We didn’t get

much sleep that night. Next morning, we looked

around the waterhole where the lights had been.

All we could see were the footprints of wild pigs.

So the Min Min Lights are still a mystery! I

thought the lights we saw might have been

caused by the pigs digging in phosphorescent mud.

Dad thinks they were an effect of the atmosphere

in the desert, like a mirage at night-time.

See you back at school after the holidays.

Ben

The Min Min Lights

Brisbane

Cairns

Bundaberg

Rockhampton

Richmond

P.S. Her
e is a map

of where I went.

Townsville

Charters Towers

Hughenden

Cloncurry

Julia Creek
Mt Isa

N

Page 3



Page 4

The Governess

When Bonnie’s parents decided to travel

overseas, they asked Sylvia, her cousin, to

come to keep her company while they are

away. They also employed a distant

relative, Miss Slighcarp, as a to

look after the children. The first morning

after Bonnie’s parents left Willoughby

Chase, the children hurried down to the

school room to begin their lessons.

governess

As the two girls entered the room, the

governess who had been examining

some books on the shelf swung around

abruptly. She seemed astonished to

see them.

“Where have you been?” she

demanded angrily, after an instant’s

pause.

“Why,” Sylvia faltered, “merely in the

next room, Miss Slighcarp.”

But Bonnie, with choking utterance,

demanded, “Why are you wearing

my mother’s dress?”

Sylvia had observed that Miss Slighcarp had on a draped gown of old gold velvet with

ruby buttons, far grander than the grey twill she had worn the day before.

“Don’t speak to me in that way, miss!” retorted Miss Slighcarp in a rage. “You have

been spoiled all your life, but we shall see who is going to be mistress now. Go to your

place and sit down. Do not speak until you are spoken to.”

Bonnie paid not the slightest attention. “Who said you could wear my mother’s best

gown?” she repeated. Sylvia, alarmed, had slipped back into her place at the table but

Bonnie, reckless with indignation, stood in front of the governess glaring at her.

“Everything in this house was left entirely to my personal disposition,” Miss Slighcarp

said coldly.

“But not her clothes! Not to wear! How you? Take it off at once! It’s no better than

stealing!”

Two white dents had appeared on either side of Miss Slighcarp’s nostrils.

“Another word and it’s the dark cupboard and bread-and-water for you, miss,” she said

fiercely.

“I don’t care what you say!” Bonnie stamped her foot. “Take off my mother’s dress!”

dare

The Governess

Note: A is a woman who is employed by a family
to look after and teach children in their own home.

governess

From — Joan AitkenThe Wolves of Willoughby Chase

5

10

15

20

25



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.33500
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [170 170]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


