Eighteenth-century engraving showing Dutch whalers hunting bowhead whales in the Arctic E

Mumber of whales killed

Austra.lian

Marine

Conservation
Society

1400

1200

0o

w00

450

Intelligent gentle giants, whales have inspired awe
throughout the ages. Yet industrial shipping, plastic
pollution and illegal hunting threaten our whales -
risking a future in which they are just a memory.

We need to create global sanctuaries that
give our whales shelter, and take strong
international action to protect them from
whale hunting.
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Smeerenburg (“Blubbertown”) was built on Spitsbergen after 1619.
During its heyday in the 1630s and "40s, the settlement had 150 men -
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Arctic bay whaling ended in the mid-1650s because of the onset _n-...r_;_ N,
of a miniature ice age that lasted for the rest of the 17th century.
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More Big Whales in Ocean Could
Mean More Fish, Scientists Find

New study reveals how scientists and fisheries managers underestimated the
massive mammals.
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SCIENTISTS AND FISHERIES managers have long underestimated the
valuable role large whales play in healthy ocean ecosystems, a new study
suggests. And, scientists add, those commercial fishermen who complain that

whales steal fish from their nets have it wrong.

An increase in the number of large whales—like blue, sperm, right, and gray—
around the world could lead to a healthier ocean and more fish, a team of
scientists report in a review study published this month in the journal

Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment.

The underestimation occurred because "when oceanographic studies were

started, large whales were largely absent from the ecosystem—because we had

and right whales (family Balaenidae.
four species).

e

killed most of them," says the study's lead author, Joe Roman, a biologist at

the University of Vermont in Burlington.

Point Hope crew fows a bowhead to the ice
edge, Alaska. Image: J.C. George, NSB-DWM

Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling

In some parts of the world, whale products play an important role in the nutritional and cultural life of
native peoples. Four IWC member countries conduct aboriginal subistence hunts today: Denmark
(Greenland), Russia {Chukotka), St Vincent and the Grenadines (Beguia) and the United States (Alaska
and also potentially a resumption of hunts previously undertaken by the Makah Tribe of Washington
State).

From the outset, the WC recognised that indigenous or aboriginal subsistence whaling is not the same as
commercial whaling. Aboriginal whaling does not seek to maximise catches or profit. It is categorised
differently by the IWC and is not subject to the moratorium. The IWC recognises that its regulations have
the potential to impact significantly on traditional cultures, and great care must be taken in discharging this
responsibility.

In summary, the IWC objectives for management of aboriginal subsistence whaling are to ensure that
hunted whale populations are maintained at (or brought back to) healthy levels, and to enable native
people to hunt whales at levels that are appropriate to cultural and nutritional requirements in the long
term.


https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/07/140710-whales-ecosystem-engineers-fish-conservation-science/

