[image: ]Write the question here!
A BIT OF BOTH… because…
Your essay will look like this when it is finished.  



USE TEEL to structure your body paragraphs. 

T: Write a  topic sentence that introduces your argument. It should have the TOPIC (from the question) and a MAIN IDEA (from your argument). 

E: Provide some evidence this is a quote from the novel that supports your argument. 

E: Explain the meaning behind the quote and how it supports your argument.

L: Link your explanation back to your argument and the contention of your essay. 

*** Remember to use the denotation + linking word + connotation = analysis structure 
4. BODY PARAGRAPH 3: 
Follow TEEL to support your third argument. 
3. BODY PARAGRAPH 2: 
Follow TEEL to support your second argument. 
2. BODY PARAGRAPH 1: 
Follow TEEL to support your first argument. 
1. YOUR INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH: 
Step 1: Introduce the text, the author, and your contention of your essay in one sentence.  
Step 2: Include one sentence of basic background knowledge or key themes of the text that relate to the question
Step 3: Argument for Paragraph 1 
Step 4: Argument for Paragraph 2 
Step 5: Argument for Paragraph 3 
Step 6: Link your ideas back to the original question by stating your contention (and the author’s point of view if you want to push yourself). 


YES… because…
Step 2: Create a PLAN
Step 6: Brainstorm your ideas and arguments. Don’t forget to brainstorm possible evidence too! You can use a table below, or mind map to brainstorm. 


Step 7: Decide on which arguments you will allocate per paragraph (you should have three; one per paragraph). *** It’s important to understand that you don’t have to completely agree or disagree with the question, you can show both sides, as long as it supports your contention. 

Argument 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 1:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Argument 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 2:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Argument 3: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence to support argument 3:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Step 8: Write your contention – this sums up your main idea or opinion. Write this in one sentence (what you would say if you had to answer the whole question in one sentence).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 3: Write your essay
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NO… because…


5. YOUR CONCLUSION:

- Make your contention clear. 
- Explain how your arguments tie together to support your contention.
- Explain what moral/message/ideas the author was trying to send the reader, in relation to the ideas presented in the essay question. 


NOTES
            Completing the task:   

Overall essay:

Written an introduction.

Written three body paragraphs.

Written a conclusion.

For each body paragraphs:

Included a topic sentence

Included evidence 

Included explanation

Included a linking sentence
Knowledge of the novel:
I have answered the essay question.
I have three separate arguments.
I have a clear contention.
I have shown some inferential understanding of the novel.

Proof Reading:
Sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a full stop.
Characters names begin with a capital letter and are spelt correctly.
Correct spelling. 
Correct use of apostrophes
Quotes have quotation marks. 


Name: __________________________________
The Essay question:
E1- People will do anything to survive.
Is this true in ‘Little Brother’? 

Step 1: Deconstruct the essay question
Step 1: Read the question closely 
Step 2: Underline the key words. (Important words) 
Step 3: Discover what these words mean. Look them up in a dictionary. Find synonyms (This wil help you understand the word, and avoid repeating it over and over again in your essay) for each. 

Key word 1: __________________ definition: __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Key word 2: __________________ definition: __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key word 3: __________________ definition: __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Put the essay question into your own words, rephrase it, what is it asking you?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Step 5: Question the essay question. Do you agree completely with the question, or disagree, or can see both sides?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Before submitting your essay you need to check it carefully. Tick the following list and make any changes you need to. 

Step 4: Check your essay 
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Stand by Me explores the growing a changing nature of adolescence. Discuss.

Stand By Me dirccted by Rob Reincr shows how people can change in a short time duc
to learning about life and themselves. Gordie, the narrator, remembers a childhood
event that significantly changes his life. He travels with his three friends into the woods
to find a dead body. “ The town seemed different.... smaller.” Gordie realises that the
world daesn't revalve around the town. This is shown in the film when Chris tells
Gordie he’s special and has a talent. It is also demanstrated when Gordie protects Chris
from Ace with the gun. Finally when the friends realises that Teddy’s craziness is
because of his father's reaction to the town. This shows that the boys perception of
the world has changed

When Chris tells Gordie he's special at first he doesn't believe him. “You're an idiot for
letting louw lives like us drag you down.” When Chris tells Gordie this, Gordie becomes
angry. This is hecause his parents didn't support him. Also Gordie was compared to his
brother 5o he feels he is useless. But his brother didn't think that; his brother believed
in him. 50 when Chris believed in him, it was like having his brother back. And when
Chris tells Gordie how much he loves his stories, Gordie realises he does have a talent.
He shows this talent when he tells a story to all the boys and they think, wow, we
couldyt have thought of a story like that. This changes Gordie’s iew on Ife and
imsclf.

When Chris is threatened by Ace with a knife, Gordie’s courage helps him step up.
When Chris reveals that people jucge him by his family’s behaviour, Gordie s surprised
and shocked. He finds out that, alkhough Chris gave the milk money back after stealing
it the teacher used it to purchase something for herself . This destroys his trust
towards people in authority. By Gordie standing up for Chris, he realises that some
people would stand up for him. Gordic gave Chiis the belief to become a lawyer so h
could defend people Iike himself.

Teddy assumes he's crazy because everyone in the town tells him he is. Even his friends
think he is a little crazy but in a cool way, O they do until the scene when Teddy tries
to dodge a train. Teddy realised it doesn’t matter what the people in the town think of
him because his friends believe in him. The key moment in their journey came when
they finally found Lhe boy’s body. They all looked down on Lhe boy's body ~Lhere were
no jokes, no laughter this was serious. They all realised that he was their age and it
could have been them. This was the moment when they realised they weren't little kids
any more. They realised they had to face up to the real world now.

Overall, “The town scemed differcnt ..smaller” to Gordie and his fricnds because they
had changed Gordlie realised that he had a talent despite what his parents thought of
him. Chris realised Lhat he can help oLher peaple like himself thal don’t have
somcbody to speal for them. Stand By M is about how people change their
perception on life and themselves.

Essay question

<— Introduction

<—— Paragraph 1

<€~ Paragraph 2

“— Paragraph3

«— Conclusion




image22.png




image23.png




image42.png




image43.png




image17.png




image14.png




image16.png




image11.png




image13.png




image7.png




image9.png




image3.png




image5.png




image20.png




image33.png




image35.png




image30.png




image28.png




image15.png




image10.png




